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PASTORALLY SPEAKING 
 
November naturally turns our hearts toward thanksgiving. This month 
invites us to ask a simple question: Am I living thankfully, or have I begun 
to take the gifts of God for granted? All of life is a blessing in which we 
participate.  It is a real gift: our families, our parish, our health, our 
opportunities to serve, and above all, the gift of salvation in Jesus Christ. 
Being thankful in Christ, however, is more than an emotion or a single 
holiday. It is a way of life. Every Divine Liturgy is an act of thanksgiving as 
we see in the Eucharist - we offer ourselves and the whole creation back 
to God with gratitude. 
 
This month also carries us into the beginning of the Nativity Fast on 
November 15, sometimes called the St. Philip Fast. The Church does not 
simply drop us into Christmas on December 25. She gives us forty days to 
prepare by quieting the heart, ordering our life, repenting, praying, fasting, 
giving generously, and making room for Christ. There will be shopping, 
parties, schedules, advertising, and endless distractions. But the Church, 
invites us in another direction: inward toward prayer, outward toward those 
in need, and upward toward God. Advent is not meant merely to be 
observed on a calendar: it is meant to be experienced… to be entered into. 
 
That idea of entering becomes the central theme on November 21, the 
Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple. The Church 
remembers the young Virgin Mary being brought by her parents, Joachim 
and Anna, into the Temple and offered to God. Her entrance points forward 
to the mystery of the Incarnation, for the one who enters the Temple will 
herself become the living Temple of God.  The eternal Word is made flesh 
through her.  Her whole life becomes an offering. She teaches us what it 
means to say “yes” to God—not occasionally, not halfheartedly, but with 
her entire being and for her entire life. 
 
Every time we enter the church, we are being invited into a life with Christ 
and into a deeper relationship with Him and the people that love Him. We 
step out of ordinary time and into sacred time—kairos, the time with God. 
The church building is not merely a meeting hall, and the Divine Liturgy is 
not simply another event on our weekly schedule. We enter a space where 
heaven and earth meet, where the Scriptures are proclaimed, where Christ 
is present in the Eucharist, and where we stand together with the saints 
and angels before the Kingdom of God. We cross the threshold of the 
church physically, but the deeper question is whether our hearts have 
crossed that threshold as well. 
 
This November we should ask ourselves more seriously: Am I doing 
enough to enter that sacred space with God? Am I praying faithfully, or 
only when I need something? Am I fasting with purpose, or looking for the 
easiest way around it? Am I giving to those in need? Am I forgiving others? 
Am I confessing my sins and struggling against the passions that keep me 
from Christ?  Prayer, fasting, repentance, and good works awaken the 
heart. They teach us to become attentive to God. They prepare within us 
a place where Christ can dwell, our hearts purified, and our beings become 
a living place and tabernacle of God.  
 
Our faith cannot remain something vague, occasional, or wishy-washy. 
The Christian life calls for commitment, courage, and spiritual strength. 
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The Theotokos entered the Temple and offered her life 
to God. Soon we will enter the Nativity Fast and 
prepare once again to receive Christ. May this 
November become for each of us a doorway into 
deeper faith. She who enters into the Temple and 
receives Christ with joy into her womb is the same one 
ushering us through the gates of heaven. She points 
to Him: the creator of all, the master of the universe, 
the merciful lover of mankind.  
 
Let us give thanks for what God has already done, 
enter more fully into the sacred life of the Church, and 
prepare ourselves through prayer, fasting, generosity, 
repentance, and love. The door is open. God and all 
his angels and saints are calling us inward. The 
question is: are we willing to enter? May we enter into 
November with wonder and humility, and may our 
spiritual lives be made full and overflowing with the 
grace of God.  
 
In Christ, 
Fr. Ben  

 
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN 

Parish Office Update 
Regular office hours have been established to provide 
parishioners with consistent times to contact or visit 
the church office while also allowing the Office 
Administrator dedicated time for training, meetings, 
and project work. This schedule will help manage calls 
and walk-ins more efficiently while ensuring that 
important administrative responsibilities receive the 
focus and time they require. We appreciate everyone’s 
cooperation in following these office hours. 

The new Office Administrator is continuing to learn 
the duties of the position, address work that 
accumulated while the position was vacant, and 
improve documentation of parish policies and 
procedures. The position supports the work of the 
clergy and the Board, assists various ministries, 
produces parish publications, and maintains parish 
building schedules. In addition to learning the basic 
components of the position, the current office 
workload includes reviewing and updating parish 
rosters, files, and systems such as email and 
donation envelopes; streamlining contribution 
recordkeeping to support the Treasurer and Financial 
Secretaries; and reviewing, organizing, and archiving 
business office documents.  
 
Regular Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday, 
10:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.; 1:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m. 

THANK YOU — Taste of Northeast 
I extend a heartfelt thank you to our Taste of Northeast 
committee members, volunteers, donors, workers, 
vendors, sponsors, and our entire parish community 
who participated in or supported this year’s festival. 
We again welcomed volunteers from the Pan-
Orthodox community who generously gave their time 
to support us on festival days—what a treasure. 

Many gave their time, talent, and treasure; invited and 
hosted friends, family, and guests; and helped 
welcome our neighbors and the broader community. 
We look forward to receiving the committee’s final 
report on the 2026 Taste of Northeast. 

In Christ, 
Scott Boris 
President, Board of Trustees 

 
MUSIC NOTES:  
 
Sacred Music: Beyond Nature 
 
Christ is in our midst! 
 
Music is used all around the world for a variety of 
functions, including celebration, storytelling, dancing, 
soothing the mind, and more. Despite the variety of 
purposes music can serve, the common denominator 
is that it elevates the activity it is used in. Music in the 
Orthodox Church is no different: we use it to elevate 
our worship and help draw us closer to God. It adds 
another dimension to the experience, helping us to 
experience the Liturgy through each of our senses. St. 
Gregory of Sinai says: “Psalmody has been given to 
us that we may rise from the sensory to the intellectual 
and true.” Our sacred music is dynamic and holds a 
transformative power. By nature it originates from 
something earthly, yet by using it to glorify God, we 
transform our souls, taking us beyond worldly cares 
and placing us within the choirs of angels. As St. John 
Chrysostom expressed: “Nothing uplifts the soul so 
much, gives it wings, liberates it from the earth, 
releases it from the fetters of the body, makes it aspire 
after wisdom and deride all the cares of this life as the 
melody of unison and rhythm-possessing sacred 
songs.” Together let us “lay aside all earthly cares” and 
join the host of angels who sing the Thrice Holy Hymn. 
 
In Christ,  
Benjamin Sawchak 
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NEW MEMBER APPLICANTS 

 
In accordance with the Bylaws, Article IV, Section 3: 
Notice of the new member application shall be 
published in the next monthly Bulletin. The following 
individual(s) have submitted an application for 
membership to St. Mary's: Katherine Taracido. If you 
have any comment pertaining to any applicant, please 
submit it to any Board member during this 45-day 
period, which began with publication of this Bulletin. 
 

 
 

ST. MARY’S NEWS & HAPPENINGS 

Congregation Updates 
Congratulations to Mark & Christiana Bjornnes on the 
birth of their son Thomas Andrew, born September 
18th. Proud grandparents Will & Lynn Bjornnes, 
Andrew & Maria Taracido. Great Grandparents Jack 
& Irene Novak, Sergei & Anastasia Lopoukhine.  
Aunts & Uncles, Anna & Nick, Sasha & Eric, Sergei, 
Katherine. Cousins Charlotte, William & Gordon. May 
God grant them many years! 
 
And congratulations to Lucas and Sarah Labine on 
the birth of their son Clark Pierre, born September 
25th. Thankful grandparents Mark and Judy Labine; 
big sister Joelle; aunts and uncles Ally & Karl, Emily 
& Chris; and cousin Elle. May God grant them many 
years! 

 

Metropolitan Leonty Lecture 
Mark your calendars! Father Nicholas Hubbard of 
Rochester, MN will be speaking the weekend of 
November 13 and 14. Fr. Nick is the pastor of Holy 
Anargyroi Greek Orthodox Church and on the board 
of Philoxenia Charities, which offers lodging to 
patients of the Mayo Clinic for up to six weeks, 
completely free of charge. They have served visitors 
from all around the world, and they shelter their 
guests from the financial burdens associated with 
complicated and drawn-out medical treatment. Refer 
to upcoming Weekly Messengers for more details. 
 

Strickland Lecture 
Father John Strickland will be speaking at St. Mary's 
OCA on Friday, December 4th, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. 
The title of the lecture is, “Finding Meaning and Hope 
in a Time of Division and Uncertainty,” and will 
reference his book, The Age of Nihilism, the fourth in 
his series on church history. He is priest at St. 
Elizabeth’s in Poulsbo, WA and the author of The 
Making of Holy Russia. 

Icon Art Studios Presents "Balkan Grace" 
A 12 night pilgrimage exploring the countries of 
Romania, Bulgaria and Northern Macedonia will take 
place September 28-October 12th, 2027. Experience 
the rich history and culture of these three countries 
linked together in faith.  
 
An informational meeting will be held in Fr. Andrew's 
office on Sunday November 22nd after Liturgy at 
11:00 a.m. Hope to see you there! Inquiries can be 
directed to Deb Korluka (612-889-5868) or Julie 
Moricz (630-730-2532). 
 

2027 Church Calendars Available 

Thank you to Kozlak-Radulovich Funeral Chapels for 
their generous donation of 2027 calendars! Pick 
yours up today in the Parish Center or the Cathedral. 
 

ELSEWHERE 

Pan-Orthodox Ladies’ Tea 
Saturday, November 7th, 2026 at 2:30pm-4:30pm 
Come together at St. Sava’s Serbian in South St. 
Paul for fellowship and sharing ideas from our 
parishes on how to be Christ-like. Short presentation 
on the Serbian Orthodox Church will be included. 
Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share! Text 
Nada Spasojevic at 952-201-2594 with questions.  
 

Intro to Orthodoxy Catechism - Fall 2026 

The MEOCCA catechism course, Intro to Orthodox 
Christianity, is ongoing! Catechism is open to all: 
people interested in learning more about Orthodox 
Christianity, inquirers, catechumens, and current 
Orthodox Christians. Classes 
are held on Tuesday evenings 
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in person 
(St. George Antiochian, 1250 
Oakdale Ave, West St Paul, 
MN 55118) or online via 
Zoom. Register here or 
through the QR code: 

 
Donate a meal to OCF 
University of Minnesota’s OCF (Orthodox Christian 
Fellowship) chapter is looking for volunteers 
interested in donating a meal for 
our weekly meetings. We meet 
select Thursday evenings this 
upcoming fall semester. Please 
contact Mary Rezcallah at (952)-
258-3047 if interested or scan 
this QR code: 

tel:(612)%20889-5868
tel:(630)%20730-2532
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfm7fcGpnp04dLVXha6Q84lPwZ-yTUsElKs913qSqo4zdHVqA/viewform


5 
St. Mary’s Orthodox Cathedral 

Teens with FOCUS 
FOCUS MN has a new program called Teens with 

FOCUS, both initiated and being 
led by high school students, with 
the goal of increasing the 
opportunities for teens to 
volunteer with us. If you are 
interested in learning more and 
being notified of upcoming 

service opportunities, please sign up here or through 
the QR code. Contact Ann Woods at 
awoods@focusna.org or 651-222-0712 with any 
questions. 

 
 

 

Many Years!  
 

A very Happy Birthday to all who celebrate their 
birthdays in November, especially  

❖ Mat. Elaine Grivna, celebrating her 90th 
birthday on November 13, 

❖ Jack Novak, celebrating his 92nd birthday on 
November 23, 

❖ and John Dennis, celebrating his 95th birthday 
on November 24th. 

 

May God grant you many years! 
 
Congratulations to all who are celebrating their 
anniversaries during the month of November, 
especially Fr. Gregory and Mat. Elaine Grivna, 
celebrating their 73rd anniversary on November 26! 
 
Jeanne & Terry Johnson 11/2/1968  58 
Judy & Mark Labine 11/3/1990  36 
Craig & Karen Hendrickson 11/3/2001  25 
John & Courtney Curry 11/6/2010  16 
Joshua & Megan Zimprich 11/7/2021  5 
Fr Benjamin & Lisa Tucci 11/9/2003  23 
Dan & Karen Tich 11/10/1979  47 
Steve & Julie Memorich 11/10/1985  41 
Andrew & Magda Morrison 11/10/2019  7 
Mark & Nancy Holscher 11/11/1989  37 
Joe & Melissa McAllister 11/12/2011  15 
Daniel & Rita Czapko 11/14/2004  22 
Fr Gregory & Marie Krutchek 11/16/1969  57 
Timothy & Debbie Nelson 11/17/1979  47 
Alex & Leeza Scheglowski 11/23/2003  23 
Fr. Gregory & Mat. Elaine Grivna 11/26/1953  73 
Thomas & Nancy Luichinger 11/26/1988  38 
Nicholas & Christina Jermihov 11/27/1977  49 

 

May God grant you many years! 

 

Transitions: 
 
Marriage:  
 

Brianna Thorsen & Evan Pallanasch, 10-4-2026 
Emily Labine & Chris Catterson, 10-10-2026 
David Lucs & Bobbie Bornhoeft, 10-11-2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Humility and love. There you have it. 
This is everything. 

~ St. Paisios of Mount Athos 

https://forms.gle/aVizY2at63A72GiC6
mailto:awoods@focusna.org
tel:(651)%20222-0712
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Contributions from September 
 
General Fund  
In honor of Joanne Ziek’s Birthday 
 From Mary Borgstrom and Nancy Borgstrom 
In memory of Protodeacon Alexei Dupay 
 From Anonymous 
In memory of Larry Manoleff 
 From Family and Friends 
In gratitude for St. Mary’s and Fiona 
 From a Visitor 

 
Cathedral Repairs 
In memory of Larry Manoleff  
 From Family and Friends 

 
Endowment 
In memory of Protodeacon Alexei 
 From Anonymous 
In memory of Larry Manoleff 
 From Family and Friends 
 

Cemetery 
In memory of Protodeacon Alexei 
 From Anonymous 
 From Peter & Darlene Fellegy 
 

Candles 
In memory of Larry Manoleff 
 From Anonymous
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“Saying Thank You is more than good manners, it is good spirituality” 

 

If you rolled holubki or pinched perohis, we thank you. 

 

If you baked, served, or sold food, we thank you. 

 

If you donated money or baskets, or bought raffle tickets, we thank you. 

 

If you hauled boxes or emptied garbage, we thank you. 

 

If you took a picture with the Slovakian Sweetie,  

or shared our posts on Facebook, we thank you. 

 

If you danced, sang, or whooped it up, we thank you. 

 

If you bought food from the Slavic Kitchen or a  

beverage from the Drink Tent, we thank you. 

 

If you put up or took down twinkle lights, tents, tables or chairs, we thank you. 

 

If you were a personal or business sponsor, we thank you. 

 

If you purchased from our Marketplace Vendors or  

donated a tip to our charities, we thank you. 

 
For everything else known or unknown, help and support given in any way, the Taste of 

Northeast Committee thanks you from the bottom of our hearts! We cannot do this alone. This 

is our parish, and our parish Festival. Stay tuned for recap details, and more to come in 2027!! 
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